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Our Ministry  
                  of Generosity . . . 
 
The truth of the adage, time flies, proves itself over and over.  Can you believe 

that we are in the ninth month of 2018 already?   

 

In the church one of the things this means is that ministry planning begins for 

the next year.  In this planning we turn to the Bible to be reminded of the 

Lord’s many directives to us about stewardship.  One such verse is from Luke 

14, verse 28:   For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?   

 

We may not be building a tower, but we certainly need to “build” our ministry 

plans for 2019.  And that means we need to have an estimate of the offerings 

(income) that will be received.   

 

Our Ministry of Generosity Team will soon be mailing the annual pledge 

packet of information for you to read, to consider, and then to indicate your 

planned giving for 2019.  The goal is to have 

the pledge cards returned to church on 

Pledge Sunday, September 30.  

 

You undoubtedly notice a new name for our 

Team: Ministry of Generosity .  It is felt that this better describes the work 

of this group, and it certainly gives a more accurate description of the giving 

pat terns of this congregation.  You, dear friends, have been incredibly 

generous over the years, which has allowed Northlake to continue ongoing 

ministries and at the same time, develop new ministries within our 

community.  Your continued generosity will help us dream big as we continue 

to explore Redevelopment and where God is leading. 
 

Special thanks go out to you all for your support of Northlake. 
 

        Jeanie McBee 
        For the  
         Ministry of Generosity Team 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allpilgrims.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2012%2F10%2Fcg_logo1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allpilgrims.org%2Fcalled-to-give-and-live-generously%2F&docid=xFFRAxwzTW7FDM&tbnid=N5vCJIcQ5xKUvM%3A&vet=1&
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Romans 12:1-2  

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 

holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 

may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  

As the days get shorter, the temperatures become 

pleasant, and the blackberries dry up, I become only 

too aware that the summer of 2018 is coming to a 

close. For many churches, this means things begin to 

get busy again. For Northlake, it means that what 

keeps us busy changes. 

Whether churches have a huge youth program or nary 

a youth, we all seem to settle into an old/new routine 

when September comes around. The community 

doesn’t travel so much, the pews become a little fuller 

on Sundays, and the general mood changes as we look 

forward to the new year, wondering what will come, 

how will we embrace it, and where will we be led.  

I feel myself settling into an old/new routine and, 

looking forward, I wonder about our future together 

here at Northlake. I am amazed at how we keep all 

these ministries going, and wonder which of our many 

ministries have the most energy, the most impact, 

and bring the most life. Most importantly, I wonder 

which of them speak most strongly to you. Which of 

them are worthy of your continued sacrifice. 

For being in ministry requires sacrifice. Be that 

starting a new ministry, or keeping one going. It 

requires our resources, resources that could 

otherwise be spent in other 

places. But the more we pool 

those resources together, as 

one community, the bigger 

the impact we make. When 

we are scattered, we have a 

broad but shallow reach. I can 

 feel it in my bones… a call for us to reassess. A call 

for us to gather together in reflection so that we 

might ask…        which of these ministries do we most 

care about? And which ones will we offer our time to 

pursue?  

We plan to explore this further at our next Ministry 

Night, on Monday, January 7th.  The goal is to identify 

where our energy, as a community, resides. Just 

imagine the strength our ministries may show when 

we identify and focus on the ones with the most 

hearts, joy, and devotion. 

This time of settling in, and looking forward feels like 

the perfect time for an exercise such as this. An 

exercise where we ask our selves… how and where 

will I give of myself in the upcoming year? What am I 

willing to sacrifice? From which of my treasures will I 

reach in order to follow where God is calling? Will I 

pull from treasures of time? Treasures of finances? 

Prayers? All of the above?  

And, perhaps the most important question of all, how 

will pulling from those treasures not only impact the 

ministries to which I feel called, but impact my very 

self? How will I be changed? As the text from Romans 

states, sacrificial giving is a spiritual giving in which 

we may be transformed. 

And after all, we are entering 

the season of change. A godly 

season that whispers to us all. 

  ~ Pastor Anja 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Romans/12/1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Funity-clipart-8TA6Ez9Ac.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartworks.today%2Funity-clipart-free.html&docid=iLhqKjk4_YYnLM&tbnid=bkwlyS92R68iXM%3A&vet=1&w=1600&h=787&itg=1&hl=en&bih=59
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By Pastor Anja Helmon 
 

A few months ago, I received a phone call from 
someone looking for partners to pray for peace. He 
explained… he believes that if enough people will 
gather together and commit to praying for peace 
regularly, prayer will actually make a difference. In an 
effort to get as many different pray-ers as possible, he 
is looking to partner with people of all different faiths. 
In order to gather more partners, he hosts potlucks in 
faith communities all over the Seattle area. He calls 
this project the Seattle Peace Project, and he has a 
website to help get the word out: 

https://hhresearch.org/seattle-peace-project. 
 
He asked if we might host one such potluck here at 
Northlake. This one, though, will not be an open 
invitation to people of all faiths, but an intentional 
effort to bring together two specific communities of 
different faiths: ours and the Hussayniah Society. The 
Hussayniah Society is Muslim. They’ve been 
worshiping in our Fellowship Hall for a few months  
 

now. Perhaps you’ve run into some members at the 
church, or during the Block Party. 
 

Now, we have an opportunity to get to know these 
neighbors more closely. A chance to break bread 
together, have deep conversation, and learn from one 
another. The event will begin immediately following 
worship on Sunday, September 30th. We will begin 
with introductions while we enjoy our food, followed 
by small groups where we each have an opportunity to 
share a “wisdom-themed story” of our choosing. It can 
be true. It can be false. It can be parable. At the end, 
we will join in a circle and focus together on peace 
here in Seattle. 
 

Troy asked if I thought I’d be able to get ten 
Lutherans to come to this event, and I said, 
“Absolutely!”  Don’t make a liar out of me! 
 

Sunday, September 30th, 11:30am.  
Come. Eat. Pray. 
Together. 
        

 
 

By Pastor Anja Helmon 
 
If you ask 10 different Lutherans, I’m betting you’ll get 10 different answers. Oh, sure, all of them will give some 
version of Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” But let’s face it, both Protestant and non-
denomination Christians will also embrace this scripture and say it defines them.  
 

How are we different from other denominations? Do we worship differently? Are we more or less active in 
service, politics, or the world? Do we set aside times for study like other denominations, and what is it we hope to 
learn? How do we build a sense of community?  
 

In four upcoming What Is Lutheran classes, we will explore all these things through the lens of Scripture, Martin 
Luther’s writings, the ELCA, and here at Northlake.  
 

Whether you are a cradle-born and fed Lutheran or you are exploring Lutheranism for the first time, come! Let us 
explore what it means to be Lutheran together. 
 

All classes are on Sundays at 2pm at Northlake. The specific room at Northlake will be posted on that day. 
 

       September 9th:    Worship and Prayer       September 16th:  Study and Learning 
       September 23rd:  Action                               September 30th:  Life in Community 

https://hhresearch.org/seattle-peace-project
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M.I.L.K.  
by Cindi Engelhardt 
 

In May, Northlake Lutheran Church participated in the Northshore Schools Foundation (NSF)  M.I.L.K. Money 

drive. M.I.L.K. stands for Making an Impact on Learning for Kids.  

 

Northlake provided $173.32, which is enough to cover the school needs of almost two students in the 

Northshore School District who are experiencing homelessness and help them to thrive!  Funds are provided 

to students who may need school clothes, supplies, books, graduation fees, school pictures, interview 

clothes for a first-time job, gear for school camps and to cover other school-related costs.  

 
Funds donated in the milk bottles were collected from locations in Kenmore, Bothell, Woodinville and other 
locations, and NSF deemed it a  successful drive.  Northlake Lutheran Church was named a Cream of the 
Crop winner!  
 
Read about the campaign and perhaps look forward to the 2019 drive!  

http://M.I.LK
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by Heidi Braund Sutherland 
 

Have you noticed the new speed bump we have half way up the driveway to the 

church?  Kenmore Community Garden is thriving!  Northshore Utility District 
gratefully loaned us the water meter which they instructed to place on our fire 
hydrant.  Our dilemma was that we needed to get the water from that meter, 

across the driveway, through the lower parking lot and to our garden.  So, we  
considered a few options.  After we put our heads together, we reached a consensus that the best idea was 

to purchase a quality speed bump that would protect the hose from the car traffic heading to and from 
church.  Thank you to Jim Poland for making that happen!  So now, our new hose is protected by the spiffy 

new speed bump until it reaches the parking lot.  From there, our friend Dave Lowe dug a trench to bury the 
hose and connect it with his fancy plumbing.  Our gardeners are thrilled!  So, if you know or see Dave around 

Kenmore, thank him profusely for digging that trench on a hot day to help get the irrigation going for the 
Kenmore Community Garden!                                                                                  

 

 

  

 

 
 

The first meeting of Northlake’s new  Ministry Night 
occurred on August 28 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm, and 
included a light working meal.  We hope this gathering 

will be the first of quarterly meetings to improve 
communication between our ministries and focus on 

what God is calling us to do.   
 
The evening began with a short devotion led by Pastor 

Anja followed by some general announcements/
updates.  These included: 

 Budget Task Force’s call for funding re-quests 

from the ministries.  The Budget Task Force is  
working up a 2019 budget for presentation to 
the congregation at the October 28 meeting. 

 Review of the very successful block party in 

August, with a call for more help organizing 
the event next year. 

 A look at the work of the Parish Leadership 
Team, a group from Northlake, First of Bothell, 
and the Chinese ministry exploring 

opportunities for shared ministries between 
these congregations. 

 

 Update on the Winter Shelter, now 
scheduled for November and a call for 
volunteers from Northlake to help. 

We then broke into ministry-specific groups for 
work.  Three groups were in attendance:  Youth, 
chaired by Vicky Newland; Social Ministry, chaired 
by Cindi Engelhardt; Reconciling in Christ, chaired 
by Molly Murdock.  This was a small, but important 
beginning as these ministries were able to do 

planning and then share this with the larger group 
at the end of the session. We hope that over time 
this meeting will grow and more ministries will 
participate. It is important to know it is up to each 
committee whether Ministry Night replaces that 
committee’s regular committee/team meetings . 
 
Our next Ministry Night will be on January 7 at 
6:00pm with the same format.  Be sure this is on 
your calendars.  Remember, experiment is the 
heart of redevelopment. 
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Front Row, L to R: John and Pastor Anja Helmon (site leaders), Cindi Engelhardt, Jerry and Janet Wagner (insert).   
Back Rows, L to R, John Osborn, Jeanie McBee, Kate Sylwester, Nancy Huling, Jen Aldermen, Heidi Braund Sutherland,  

Janet Loewen, Becky Hancock, Rick Heinbaugh, Carol Rowland, John Rowland, Gladys Wase, Ben Heinbaugh, Justin Boyett.    

Northlake Lutheran Helps to Serve the Community 
by Rick Heinbaugh 
 

On Sunday August 26, twenty folks from Northlake joined 81 more from other area churches to help prepare Kenmore 

Elementary for the new school year.  Our crew also included a few from Bothell First Lutheran and Pastor Anja’s 

mother, Gladys, who just happened to be visiting town at the right time.  This group of 101 people found more than 

enough work to be done, helping with preps in classrooms, beautifying the grounds, painting markings on the 

playground and a dozen other tasks. 

   

This year we joined with ELCA members all over the country in wearing bright yellow t-shirts marked with “God’s 

Work.  Our Hands.”, reminding us that we are working together to carry out our assignment to care for others. 

In our local area, 23 elementary, middle and high schools were visited on Community Serve Day, with most of the 

workers from local churches, doing this work as a substitute for this day’s Sunday worship. 

 

The faculty and staff repeatedly expressed their appreciation for the people who came to work on their school.  Well 

done to all! 
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Bishop Election 
By the Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod 
From the SEPTEMBER 2018 edition of The Spirit 
 

Friends, 
 
Our 2019 Synod Assembly will include a Bishop Election in the Northwest Washington 
Synod.  The Synod Council has appointed David Swartling to shepherd the process.  You   
will be hearing more soon about the upcoming timeline which runs from November to May. 

 

I want you to know it has been a real joy and a great honor to have served the Office of Bishop for the last 
five years.  It has afforded me a perspective of the whole church that I otherwise would have never had.  It 
has been a term blessed with the opportunity to spend time with so many wonderful people who make up the 
church.  I have been privileged to meet our ecumenical partners and to break bread with our neighbors of 
faith.  I have been gifted with attending two National Youth Gatherings and to witness the work of our synod’s 
Children, Youth and Family Ministries.  I count as one of the greatest blessings the wisdom that has been 
shared by our Native American sisters and brothers who hold the creation in sacred relationship. 
 

Under my leadership I have placed a strong emphasis upon collaboration between congregations and 
members of the roster.  The emphasis includes strengthening our ministry relationship with partners both 
within the Lutheran community and beyond.  I take seriously Presiding Bishop Eaton’s teaching that we are 
church at our best when we are church together for the sake of the world. 
 

It has also been important to me to see us engage the neighborhood in new ways.  All our congregations, in 
one way or another, serve the local neighborhood through feeding, sheltering, clothing, and providing 
emergency help.  Some of our smallest congregations do so on a scale that is very impressive for their 
size.  I applaud all our congregations for this outreach in Jesus’ name. 
 

My emphasis has been on taking the next step in neighborhood engagement - which is not about providing 
services, but about deep listening to our neighbors for the purpose of joining them in building stronger 
communities.  This next step may seem subtle, but it is a major shift in both how we see our neighbors and 
relate to them. 
 

I have tried to elevate the place of our specialized ministries as they provide a high level of care where some 
of the greatest pain exists in the community. 
 

I have also been about the work of our Capital Campaign, Because of You, trying to increase the resources 
that we have, to form new leaders and to support the work of mission on the territory of our Synod into the 
future.  We set a very ambitious goal of 3 million dollars and the fruit of our efforts need to be realized this 
next year. 
 
This Synod has been well served through two significant staff changes.  The Staff has committed itself to 
being responsive to the needs of those we serve.  Having a good staff has meant I have always looked 
forward to coming to work and have felt confident when I am away. 
 

This summer I have been in deep discernment as to whether I will allow my name to go forward for a second 
term.  It is a call that is very hard for me to say no to because of the blessing that it has been to serve you.  
 

I have reached the conclusion that I am not going to consider a second term.  I feel my shelf life has expired 
and the Synod is deserving of a leader more gifted to serve the church in these times.  There is no doubt in 
my mind that God will raise up the right leader who is likely to be both culturally and technically more fluent 
than I. 
 

I will end my term with deep gratitude to the people of this Synod and with a commitment to set the table well 
for the person who is to follow.  It has been a privilege.  Grace, grace, grace!!! 
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The NorthLights editor for this 
edition is Jeanie McBee.  

Please send articles or calendar 
items you would like included in 
the next newsletter to Nicole at: 

office@northlakelutheran.org 
Watch for an announcement of 
the deadline in the weekly emails 
and Sunday bulletins .  Thank you! 

Believing that all are one in Christ, whether believer, 
doubter or seeker and being aware that lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender persons are excluded by 
some congregations, we welcome people of all 
genders and sexual orientations, as well as all who 
suffer discrimination in any form. As followers of 
Christ, who calls us to reconciliation, we pledge to 
strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 
together and our outreach to the world. We welcome 
all to Northlake Lutheran Church. 

 

We are created, called and challenged to be 

in relationship with …  

 ⬧ God  

 ⬧ Each Other  

 ⬧ Community  

 ⬧ All of Creation 

What happened to Camp Unity? 
 They left Northlake at the end of August and  

moved to the Kirkland Congregational 
Church near downtown Kirkland. Main-
taining contact with the camp,  a group 

 from Northlake took dinner to them recently. 

 

Nicole is in the church office on:  

  Monday ............. 10:30a - 3:30p 
  Tuesday ............... Office Closed   
  Wednesday ....... 10:30a - 3:30p 
  Thursday ........... 10:30a - 3:30p 
  Friday ................ 10:30a - 3:30p 

Phone: 425-486-6977    Email: office@northlakelutheran.org 
Pastor Anja’s Sabbath: Friday 

Pastor Anja: pastoranja@northlakelutheran.org 
www.northlakelutheran.org 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baberuthleague.org%2Fmedia%2F74303%2FMISSION%2520STATEMENT%2520BANNER.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baberuthleague.org%2Falumni-mission-statement.aspx&docid=MTTh4SQBAhr3zM&tbnid=-Zg3EApBbXyotM%3A&v

