
  

Our Mision 
 

We are created, called and     
challenged to be in relationship  
with … 
 —God 
 —Each Other 
 —Community 
 —All of Creation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are an ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) 

congregation, where people of 

faith celebrate, learn and 

connect with one another and 

others around the world through 

service and weekly worship.  

All are welcome! 

Our Vision 
To foster a caring congregational community 

that challenges its members to recognize and utilize 
their gifts and abilities so that it is a magnet, 

drawing a variety of people to Christ by providing diversity in 
worship, education, service and fellowship. 

NOVEMBER 2017 

Children & Youth Fundraiser 
 

From November 1st-19th help support children & youth 
ministry by ordering a yummy dessert for your 
Thanksgiving meal! The youth interns, Mae and Katie will 
bake the week of Thanksgiving! Delivery is available! 
Sign up during services or contact Katie! 
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Happy Birthday Pastor Anja! 
We gave Pastor Anja the month off  

from writing an article to  

acknowledge her birthday!  

 

We are going to try only sending out  
newsletters quarterly.  The next one is 
scheduled for January 1st. It would be 
followed by a newsletter on April 1st, July 
1st and October 1st.  We are going to try 
this for about six months, and would love 
to receive your feedback. 
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Because of You 

The Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod 

  

 

For years I have been a regular reader of the Seattle Times Obituary pages. One Sunday in October, I 

recognized the name of a woman who was in elementary school when I was a member at Prince of Peace in 

Shoreline. I didn't know her well, but I did know her parents and siblings. My heart hurt for them.  

My heart was also filled with gratitude as I remembered how important her father, Dr. Andy Haug, had been in 

encouraging me as I was being formed for pastoral ministry. Dr. Haug was one of many at Prince of Peace that 

welcomed me as a young person and encouraged me to pursue God's call. When the time came for me to head 

off to Seminary, I did so knowing not only that Prince of Peace committed to paying a portion of my tuition, 

they were cheering me on. Seminary was not an easy journey for me and there were times when I seriously 

questioned whether I was fit for the calling. It made a huge difference for me to know that, in spite of my 

challenges, I had a company of people who continued to believe in me. I could always count on Dr. Haug's full

-of-life smile and hearty handshake when I returned home during my breaks. I needed this encouragement to 

continue. 

Who are the people who have cheered you on in your journey of faith?  Who are the people that continued to 

believe in you and affirm you - even in times of uncertainty?  Who are those faithful folks who saw to it that 

there was a church, a place for you to grow more deeply in your relationship with God?  People whose own 

generosity of time and talent undergirded a congregation in which you learned about the power of God's grace, 

the joy of loving your neighbor, and the teaching of scripture that gifted you with a way to make sense of this 

complicated world? 

These are the people - the Dr. Haugs of the world - that we want to express our gratitude to as we enter into our 

Capital Campaign titled, BECAUSE OF YOU! Because of you, Dr. Haug, I have had a rich and blessed 

ministry of serving the church you taught me to love. Because of you, Kim and I will be offering up a financial 

gift to be sure that the legacy of grace and love for neighbor continues. It is about giving because we have 

received far more from the church than we will ever be able to return. 

Kim's own story is shaped by the many faithful people at University Lutheran who encouraged her to become a 

leader. They were there for her when as a young person she began to do youth ministry. They made it possible 

for her to attend the Lutheran World Federation meeting in Dar es Salaam They modeled for her what it meant 

to welcome refugee families from Southeast Asia, which later in life would inspire us to adopt a child. 

BECAUSE OF YOU! is a wonderful way for those of us who love this church to offer a gift of gratitude in 

appreciation of those who have passed the faith on to us. It is a way for us to invest in the future. 

We hope to raise 3 million dollars which we, as a Synod, will leverage to continue to help support the cost of 

seminary education, just as Prince of Peace helped me. We will also use the monies for strengthening renewing 

congregations. Finally, we will support our new ministry starts who are focused on reaching people who 

otherwise would not know what it means to experience life through the lenses of our Lutheran faith. 

In today's world we call this, "Pay it Forward."  Because of you, we will. 
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Congregational Meeting 
 
The Congregational Annual Meeting was held October 29 
after worship.  Thanks to Vicky Newland for serving lunch 
just prior to the Call to Order by Rick Heinbaugh.  A 
quorum was present with thirty-one members signing the 
attendance sheets.  You can read about the items that 
were discussed and the decisions made in the minutes 
that are now available online. 
 
Jeanie McBee, Council Secretary 

What’s Going On... 

The Christmas Eve service will be at     

5 PM.  This time was selected using the 

results of the congregational survey, 

which showed a clear preference for 

an earlier time for this candlelight wor-

ship service. 

 

There also will be a morning Christmas 

Eve service at 10 AM.  Since Christmas 

Eve falls on a Sunday this year, a regu-

lar service will be at its usual time. 

 

Thanks to all who participated in the 

survey, thus helping to determine a time 

that will accommodate the majority of 

our congregation. And don’t forget -- 

be sure to invite family and friends! 
   

 

The Worship & Music Committee 

ATTENTION CRAFTERS!   
 
There's a service opportunity if you are able to knit or crochet 
OR would like to learn! 
  
The KnittersEtc. group has been knitting prayer shawls for 
several years for those in need of prayer and comfort.  That 
can of course continue, though now a suggestion was made by 
the Social Ministries committee that men's hats could be 
knitted or crocheted for the Lutheran Maritime Ministries.  
This group passes out goody bags to the men coming off ships, 
and hats are something that can be included. 
 
KnittersEtc. meets every Monday at 7pm--unless there's an 
important holiday on that day.  We have lots of donated yarn 
and knitting needles, so come and learn and do!  It's not 
imperative that you come every week, just come as you are 
learning and as you have questions. 

https://onedrive.live.com/?id=22070BB0273EDBA8%21752&cid=22070BB0273EDBA8
file:///C:/Users/Office/OneDrive/Council Secured
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Now What ? 
 
Now that our congregation has approved our “Reconciling in Christ” status how do we proclaim our 
welcome to our members, visitors and community? The Reconciling Works/Lutherans For Full 
Participation organization has suggestions: Include the text “A Reconciling in Christ Congregation“ as 
part of our bulletin masthead below our congregation name or a shortened explicit version of our 
welcome statement. This can also be on our website. We are encouraged to display our certificate 
(once it is presented to us) in a prominent location in the church. We could post the RIC on our sign in 
front of the church.  There are numerous ways, and it is entirely up to all of us to choose how to 
intentionally welcome ALL people and families.  Christ calls us to transform our communities, so 
welcome can be a lived experience in our congregations and world. 
 
Last but not least, I speak for the entire RIC task force in thanking Ernie Coombs for her dedicated and 
excellent leadership  as our chairperson. 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
Molly 
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Youth Community Coordinator 

 

Last month I mentioned being more strategic in how I use my time to connect with the community. 
What relationships show the most potential? Where is Jesus in those possibilities? How do I grow 
them? All questions I have tried to become more aware of before taking things on. 
 

An opportunity opened up with Kenmore’s local family shelter Mary’s Place this month. Mary’s Place 
mission is empowering homeless women, children, and families to reclaim their lives by providing 
shelter, nourishment, resources, healing and hope in a safe community. I am now launching and 
coordinating Wednesdays Tiny Tots program. A two hour morning program from 10-12 for kids who 
are staying in the shelter and not attending school. 
 

This volunteer opportunity checks off all of my prerequisite criteria. What a blessing for our church to 
be connecting to this powerful ministry for families to reclaim stability and healing in our community. 
 

A quick children & youth note, check out our newsletter here and catch up on another month of 
growth and awesomeness!  If you would like more information on my involvement to Mary’s Place or 
with Children & youth ministry  let me know, I would love to tell you more! 
Katieout@northlakelutheran.org 

https://onedrive.live.com/?id=22070BB0273EDBA8%21752&cid=22070BB0273EDBA8
mailto:Katieout@northlakelutheran.org
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The Vineyard 

Sunday nights from 5-7:00 
Grades 1-5th 

 
 

A new program on Sunday nights designed to 
engage kid's hearts, strengthen friendships, 
laugh, learn and play! A safe place for children to 
come explore spirituality and figure it out along 
the way! Dinner will be provided! 

CCD Review 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last weekend some members of Northlake’s leadership team headed back to Dumas Bay to wrap up a full 
year at the College for Congregational Development. The CCD is a two year program run by the Diocese 
of Olympia.  Members were Rick Heinbaugh, Alan Murdoch, Pastor Anja, Rich Huling and Katie Reardon. 
 

We were introduced this year to models and change processes, facilitation skills and resolving 
conflicts.  All who attended found the four weekend sessions very informative and helpful.  Having these 
new tools in our ministry toolbox has already been helpful to us as we use them in our committees and 
the church as a whole.  This year Pastor Anja completed her second year and graduated the 
program.  This time next year, the rest of the team will head back to complete the second year with, we 
hope, a new group joining from Northlake. 
 

If you are interested in participating in next year’s program please reach out to Pastor Anja and let her 
know. 
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Northlake Highlight 

 

This is a new article in our monthly newsletter highlighting an individual or group who help create a warm 
welcoming environment here every Sunday. Northlake is blessed beyond measure to have many hands 
working non-stop behind the scenes each week! 

 

This month we recognize Janet Loewen.   Janet, along with her husband and children joined Northlake in 
November of 1986.  After 31 years as a member Janet has enjoyed various ways to serve the church such as: 
cleaning and dusting in the sanctuary with older members like  Lorna Glastra, Kay Shea and Vicky Hacker, 
participating in altar care; cleaning spots on the carpet; weeding with Linda Musgrave and Dot Brenchley, 
after exercising three days a week in the library, cleaning the fridges in the kitchen, and washing the kitchen 
floor.  Oh yes, and cleaning the library for it’s use as a friend's daughter's "bride's room." 
 

Janet believes she was influenced by her father's mom who said that cleaning the 
church building should be even more important than cleaning your own home, since 
more people use the space and it should be made ready for that use.  And, of course 
the church is God's house where we learned, along with others, how to love God and 
each other.  Her grandparents were custodians of their church for about two years 
when they were around age 60; they lived part-time in the apartment at the church, 
and also in their own home in Ballard. 
 

We are so thankful for your hard work, Janet! So blessed to witness and benefit from 
your hard work at Northlake!  
 
Thank you! 

Kenmore Library Teen Zone  

   
The King County Kenmore Library hosts a program called “Teen 
Zone” after school on Wednesdays for Jr High Students. Members 
of Northlake Lutheran have been providing snacks for the 
program for almost two years.  
 
They typically get about 20-25 students a week and these 

students love snacks! The program coordinator Jill says that individually packaged snacks are best 
(chips are a huge favorite, fruit snacks, cheese, treats including cookies, etc.). 
   
There are a lot of worthy causes to donate to this holiday season, but just any time you happen 
to be at Costco, please consider donating a box of 30 or so snacks for the Teen Zone program.  
The Social Ministries committee is happy to drop them off at the library for you. 
  
The kids have sent Thank You cards to Northlake in the past for the snacks. They really appreciate 
them!  
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Office hours M-F 10am—2pm  
office@northlakelutheran.org 

425-486-6977 
 

Pastor ..............................................................................................................................................  Anja Helmon 
Office Administrator  ..................................................................................................................... Vicky Newland 
Organist ........................................................................................................................................ Wendy DeLong 
Security ............................................................................................................................................... Keith Hood 
Youth Community Coordinator……………………………………………………………………………. ..................... Katie Reardon 
 

 


