
  

Our Vision 
To foster a caring  

congregational community 
that challenges its members  

to recognize and utilize 
their gifts and abilities  
so that it is a magnet, 

drawing a variety of people to Christ 
by providing diversity in worship, 
education, service and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are an ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) 

congregation, where people of faith 

celebrate, learn and connect with 

one another and others around the 

world through service and weekly 

worship. All are welcome! 

Our Mission 
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A New Mission Statement  
Vicky Newland 

A New Mission Statement  
 
     The Redevelopment Team has been working on a new Mission 
Statement for Northlake Lutheran for several months.  We have looked 
carefully at God’s call to us.  We also asked you to complete a 
questionnaire to help us understand the priorities, as you see them, of 
our congregation.  We have taken all this information and created a new 
Mission Statement for the church.  Which is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
      Part of our thinking is that we want a short statement.  One that 
everyone in the congregation can remember.  It is also our hope that this 
statement correctly reflects our calling.  To embrace God, each other, our 
community and all the world including nature.   
     It may seem a little too short to some of you.  Although not part of the 
Mission Statement we have written more information for each of these 
relationships and explained how we feel that we are called to them.  Our 
idea is that the Mission Statement will be on our website.  While reading 
the Mission Statement anyone will be able to click on each of the 
relationships (with God, Each Other, Community, or All of Creation) and 
be taken to a page, which offers an explanation of that relationship.   
     Again, the explanation although very thoughtful and biblically based is 
not part of the actual Mission Statement. 

(Continued on page 3) 

We are created, called, and challenged to be in 
relationship with… 
  -- God 
  -- Each Other 
  -- Community 
  -- All of Creation 
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Marjorie Bly Christian Education Fund 
By Rick Heinbaugh  (A Special Blessing at Northlake Lutheran) 

       Recently we lost a longtime member of the Northlake congregation, Lorna Glastra.  She bequeathed a significant 
sum to the church to be used for Christian education expenses, in honor of another deceased Northlake member, 
Marjorie Bly.  Throughout her life, Marjorie had demonstrated the heart of a missionary, and emphasized the value 
and importance of Christian education.  We are blessed to have the responsibility to use these monies to accomplish 
some of God’s work in education. 
       It is now left to us to figure out how to administer this fund.  The one certainty is that this will be kept separate 

from regular general operating funds for the church.  Shortly we will be setting up a task force (not an ongoing 

committee) to determine our guidelines for the use of the funds.  We will determine what kind of education will be 

supported, from youth to seminary, how much can be used per year, an application process, money management 

procedure, and a dozen other questions.  If you are interested in helping with this task force, beginning in the next few 

months, please contact Pastor Anja or Rick Heinbaugh or Jeanie McBee. 

 Last month, in honor of Mother’s Day, we considered some beautiful mothering images and 
examples from  Scripture. The images were varied; some highlighted the loving, nurturing nature 
of a woman, while others showed the strong, protective side. 
 
This month, in honor of Father’s Day, I went looking for fathering images and examples in 
Scripture. What I found, in Jeremy Meyers’ words,1 is “a bunch of guys who doubt God’s promises, 
sleep around with their servants, impregnate other men’s wives, and have children who rebel.” 
Let’s face it, Scripture is not the best source for male role models. 
 
At first, this put me off. But then I realized the bible has many more male stories than female, and so the stories give us 
a more complete picture of the men. This means we see the scandalous stories as well as the honorable ones.  
 

As I took another look, I found stories worthy of holding high. Abram encourages Lot to take first pick of the lands they 

had shared so Lot may embark upon his own journey. Jacob faces up to his dishonest past when he humbly approaches 

his brother Esau. Esau warmly welcomes Jacob home, bringing instant forgiveness and love. Boaz loves and cares for 

Ruth, a woman who was a foreigner and had been married to his late cousin. Eli fathers a child that is not his own, 

teaching him, providing for him, and supporting him when he, Samuel, receives his own call from God. Joseph stands 

by Mary and parents a child he cannot claim for himself.        

These men, despite their faults and shortcomings, carry glimpses of God within. They are not perfect, and yet, God 

loved them as God’s own. This gives us hope. For as we recognize our own shortcomings, we see that these famous 

figures in Scripture are not so different from our selves. We realize that just as God loved them, God loves us. And just 

as God called them, God also calls us. Perhaps none of us is the perfect role model, but all of us model strong roles 

when we allow God to shine through.           

And so, on this Father’s Day, as we notice the varied and diverse fathers and father figures that surround us, we also 

recognize God within each one. For we realize that being a father not only means embracing the attributes we think of 

as “fatherly” (provider, protector, and source of strength), but also those that might not immediately come to mind 

(tender-hearted, nurturing, loving). This brings us a new and fresh perspective on what it means to be Father. 

And so, for all you fathers out there, be you full of courage, power, nurturing, soft-heartedness, wisdom, support, or 

any of the other Godly shapes, sizes, and stories represented in Scripture… know this. We are grateful for you, and 

wish upon you a most spectacular Father’s Day! 

1GoForthS Journal online; https://goforthsjournal.wordpress.com/2011/06/07/guest-post-tuesday-jeremy-meyers/  

https://goforthsjournal.wordpress.com/2011/06/07/guest-post-tuesday-jeremy-meyers/
https://goforthsjournal.wordpress.com/2011/06/07/guest-post-tuesday-jeremy-meyers/
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     We will have a meeting to discuss the Mission Statement and we welcome you to attend and give us your input.  It 
will be held on Sunday, July 23rd at 11:30. We will serve a light lunch and welcome everyone to attend. It is our hope 
that the Mission Statement be something that everyone embraces and feels challenged by.  Please feel free to e-mail 
your thoughts to the church.  You may also drop them off in a hand-written form. 
     To view the descriptions for how we are created, called and challenged to be with community and all of creation, 
please see the insert.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Northlake Kids 
From Katie Reardon 

 
       To read the children and youth ministry 
monthly newsletter you can either click here 
or  pick up a copy in the Narthex.  
       If you have any feedback, ideas or 
comments please let me know. The children 
and youth ministry at NLC is my main 
priority.  I would love to meet with anyone 
to hear their expectations and what they 
would like to see in our program! Contact 
me anytime 336-528-4378 or by email 
at Katieout@northlakelutheran.org 

In honor of Father’s  Day we asked for submissions for the 
Newsletter about fathers or  male influences in your life that you 

would like to share. Thank you Tahnya for the touching article 
about your dad.  

 

My Dad– Al Boyett 
By Tahnya Boyett 

 
       Some of my favorite memories of my                             

dad are going to the Seattle Sonic games                            

with him. My dad and I went to many                              

games together when I was in the 6th and 7th grade.                                                                          

I loved to go downtown to the Seattle Center with him on game 

days. I would trot alongside him, trying to keep up with his long 

stride.                                                                                                                                                                  

 Each game my dad would buy a game program to keep up with 

the game stats and we would get hot dogs, popcorn and pop. It 

was so much fun to be in the crowd, cheering and booing with 

everyone, but mainly just being there with my dad.  

2017 Synod Assembly 
By John Rowland 

     This past Saturday the Northlake contingent, consisting of Beverly Peterson, John Rowland, Joy Hochstetler,  Justin 
Boyett and Pastor Anja attended the 2017 Northwest Washington Synod Assembly in Mount Vernon. For some of us, it 
was our first time attending an assembly and a great learning experience. It was a long and busy day with  much being 
accomplished. The agenda included worship, election of a number of Synod positions, voting on a couple of 
amendments to the Constitution and by-laws of the Northwest Washington Synod, voting on several resolutions, and 
presentations of reports from the Bishop and Treasurer. Of particular interest to Northlake Lutheran Church, Rick 
Huling was elected to the Synod Consultation Committee.  
 On a more personal note, I would like to say that the experience was great and I would recommend that 
anyone that has not attended an assembly, consider doing so in the future. Why you ask? Well, for one thing, to see 
the Synod in action. That is, to see how things at the Synod level get accomplished and who accomplished them. And, 
maybe most importantly, meeting fellow Lutherans all gathered together for one purpose. To serve God! 
 For details of the conference, including a listing of all elected positions, constitutional revisions, and 
resolutions, you are encouraged to go to  http://www.lutheransnw.org/2017-Synod-Assembly 
In Peace,  
 
John Rowland 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AqjbPiewCwcihV5lDlRVYuakTmQ2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9PteNWp5rTpWDNfSGRTU0szSFU/view?usp=sharing
tel:(336)%20528-4378
mailto:Katieout@northlakelutheran.org
http://www.lutheransnw.org/2017-Synod-Assembly
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Learning to Discern  
 By the Rev. Kirby Unti, NWWA Synod Bishop  

  

 

      Every parent knows what is right for their child.  Right?  Not always!  Kim and I were 
quite certain we knew exactly which teacher our shy daughter Briana needed for first 
grade.  It certainly wasn’t the one that the school determined would be best.  We worried ourselves over 
the fact that Mrs. Balka appeared to us to be so strict.  How would our little one ever survive?  She would 
be crushed and end up in a pool of tears.        

  Mrs. Balka ended up being just the right teacher for our Briana.  Her high expectations and clear 
sense of order is precisely what Briana needed as she was trying to learn to navigate her world.  Mrs. Balka 
had a wonderful capacity to see the giftedness of each child.  She could see the teacher in Briana.     

   Briana started the year with her desk in an absolute mess.  Her brain wasn’t yet wired for good 
order.  Kim went in every Friday at the request of the teacher to help her learn to order it so she got off the 
week to a good start.  By the end of the year Briana, on her own, had a very neat desk.      

  Briana ended up turning her bedroom (with a little help from her mother) into a classroom.  The 
ABCs adorned her walls and she managed to come up with a desk, overhead projector, and real classroom 
clock.  She couldn’t wait to get home from school so that she could begin playing school.  Briana was 
printing off attendance sheets, worksheets, and grading sheets a plenty.           

 The truth is we were never quite sure whether Briana was doing her own homework or made up 
homework intended for her make-believe class. Fast forward 25 years and that same daughter has now 
been teaching for six years.  This year Briana is teaching first grade.  There may well be parents who fear 
their child will be enrolled in her classroom.  After all who do you think our daughter has modeled her 
teaching after?  You are right if you are thinking Mrs. Balka.    

    Briana is also Miss Organized.  Everything has its rightful place.  Everything is color-coded, three 
holed punched, and filed for quick access. We learned an important lesson by not interfering in Briana 
being assigned to Mrs. Balka’s class.  We learned the importance of not allowing our own fears and 
prejudices to determine what might be life giving.         

 We call this the act of discernment in the Living Local Movement.  Discernment comes only after 
dwelling in God’s word.  It comes after deep listening and beginning to see what one may not see on first 
impression.  At first we didn’t see how much Briana would gain from having a teacher with clear 
expectations and a helpful sense of order.  We only saw “strict.”       

 This same reality is often what prevents a congregation from seeing what God might be up to in the 
neighborhood.  We tend to think we know who our church is and what it is we need.  This can prevent us 
from responding to invitations that the community may be trying to extend to us.  We have a tendency to 
get stuck in “our” ways when God might be inviting us into God’s way. There is no doubt in my mind that 
God is enrolling the church in a new classroom that none of us are too sure is the right classroom for us.  
Rather than fearing these new times, perhaps we ought to see the gifts that God has in store for us.  

JUNE 2017 
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The pipe organ planning continues. 
By Jeanie McBee 

 
       As you will remember, at a special congregational meeting in February, the congregation voted to move forward 
with the purchase of a pipe organ.  Carl Dodrill from the Organ Foundation presented a plan for a smaller portable 
unit, for which our current funds would be sufficient. 
         A team of Northlake members has been meeting with Carl to make plans for the placement of the organ.  A 
mock-up was made that gives the approximate size of the pipe cabinet (s), and this was placed in various locations to 
give the congregation a clearer picture of possibilities.  A questionnaire gave members the chance to voice their 
opinions about this. The results of that questionnaire informed us that many members felt the proposed placements 
at the front of the sanctuary made the space too crowded and distracted from the cross and the table. We heard this 
feedback and went back to the drawing board to consider other options. 
       In discussions with Carl at its most recent meeting, the Team came up with new ideas which Carl endorsed as 
being doable in constructing the organ.  The mock-up was moved to the choir loft area, and Carl offered ideas on 
using one cabinet (instead of two) which would include some external pipes.  Placement in the loft takes some 
unused space and re-purposes it for a current need.   
       The Team also felt that placement there was less obtrusive than other options and visually more pleasing, in 
general.   Carl is in the process of drawing up a new plan which will include placement of the visible cabinet/pipes as 
well as the unseen components.  As always, the congregation will be given the opportunity for input before final 
decisions are made. 
       The full Team consists of Ken Musgrave, John Rowland, Jim Poland, Pastor Anja, Nancy Martin, Roland Lindstrom 

and Jeanie McBee.  Special thanks to Ken for constructing the mock-up unit that has been so helpful in visualizing 

space requirements.  

 
Pastor Pribbernow Talks RIC at Northlake 

By John Helmon 

 

 On May 7th Northlake hosted Pastor Rick Pribbernow who leads the synod's Open Door Ministries. The RIC 
group invited him to deliver a temple talk, sermon and lead a lunchtime (and what a lunch it was!) forum. At least 25 
people attended as part of the congregation's discernment process as we approach an October vote to become a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation that actively welcomes the LGBT community to worship with us. 
 During the forum Pastor Rick walked us down the amazing march towards LGBT rights over the last 50 years 
and the many symbols of that struggle. There were many symbols and key events but one that I had never heard is the 
Nazis gathered not only Jews but Gypsies and gays, people they considered undesirable, into concentration camps. 
They identified each group with unique badges. Gays were required to wear pink triangles. By the end of the '70s the 
symbol was co-opted and inverted. It is now a symbol of the suffering experienced and the strength of the gay rights 
movement. 
 What struck me most was Pastor Pribbernow's answer to the response to the question,; Why do we need RIC 
and an affirmation statement since we already welcome everyone? He essentially responded that many LGBTQ people 
have felt judged by Christians. Many of these people won't hear our welcome unless we express it actively.  I thought 
what a shame if someone was looking for a loving welcoming community such as Northlake, but they 
passed us by because we didn't raise our voices in welcome. 
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Chuck’s House 
A Northlake Ministry that many were not aware of 

By Rick Heinbaugh and Jerry Wagner 
 At a congregational meeting in 1998, it was decided to purchase a home with the idea of providing a place to 
house individuals with developmental disabilities. As a result of that vote, a Kenmore home was purchased in 1999. 
The home was given the name of “Chuck’s House” in memory of a former member who died before he could see his 
dream come true. 
 A little bit about Chuck Brenchley: He and his wife Dot, along with their family, were long-time members at 
Northlake (Dot is still a member) and were very active in the congregation. The reason for Chuck’s dream was their  
involvement in the state program for the disabled. Their son is still a resident at the Fircrest facility in Shoreline. Chuck 
wanted to help provide living facilities in communities for those able to function in this type of setting. 
 When the home was purchased, it was then leased to a non-profit organization that manages several homes 
by providing on site caretakers for the residents.  The mortgage has been paid down significantly and we are now able 
to route a sum of money to our Chuck’s House Reserve Fund, being saved to handle any unexpected repair expenses.  
This and all other expenses for Chuck’s House, are maintained entirely separately from Northlake’s general budget and 
funding. 
 Over the years, the Northlake congregation has shrunk and members have aged, leaving us less able to have 
working parties at Chuck’s House to deal with routine maintenance and cleanup tasks.  Overall, the Northlake 
members who are still aware of this ministry are very proud of the facility we have provided for the past seventeen 
years. 
 At this time, the family of one of the residents has expressed concern that Northlake would fade in the 
interest or ability to continue to host Chuck’s House.  They have expressed an interest in buying Chuck’s House.  
Northlake now needs to assess the condition of the house and to determine whether any maintenance is called for.  
After we develop a good strong understanding of the current state and expectations for the future, the matter will be 
presented to the congregation for a vote. 
 We are looking for a person to perform this one time assessment.  If you are interested, please contact one of 
the members of our Chuck’s House Task Force: Bev Peterson, Jeanie McBee, Rick Huling, Jo Boyett, Jerry Wagner, Alan 
Murdock, or Rick Heinbaugh. If you would like to see the house you can drive by 19016 73rd Ave NE. 
 

Foodbank Update 
by Jerry Wagner 

 
 The volunteers at the foodbank would like to thank everyone who provides ongoing support with 
donations to our foodbank here at Northlake and to tell about the program for those who are not familiar with the 
ongoing ministry.  
 Our foodbank is a distribution point for Hopelink Food Bank, the organization that supplies us with the bulk 
of our supplies. We distribute food from 4:30 to 6:30 every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. In addition to the 
items that we have in storage here, Hopelink brings fresh fruit, vegetables, meat, dairy products and bakery items 
on each distribution day.  
 The people who come to the foodbank are registered with Hopelink which has an income level based on 
family size and everyone is a resident of our Kenmore area. The people who come range from young families to 
senior citizens.  
 One of the things that the volunteers do when sorting donated supplies is to check each item for expiration 
dates and throw out outdated items. Hopelink has guidelines for what can be distributed (only canned food can be 
over by 1 year), so please check your donations before delivering them. Thank you again, and keep those donations 
coming.  
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6620 NE 185th Street 
Kenmore, Washington 98028 
www.northlakelutheran.org 
Office hours T-F 10am—2pm  

 
Pastor ..............................................................................................................................................  Anja Helmon 
Office Administrator  ............................................................................................................. Chris Hossienzadeh 
Organist ........................................................................................................................................ Wendy DeLong 
Security ............................................................................................................................................... Keith Hood 
Community and Youth Outreach Coordinator…………………………………………………………………………….Katie Reardon 

 
 

Save the date: August 13th 2017 
Block party picnic at Northlake Lutheran Church 

There’s no better way to spend a nice summer day than 
getting together for good food, fun and to meet your 

neighbors! 

A hallmark of good financial stewardship is planning.  
For this our worshipping community needs 
information regarding our financial status.  The 
financial chart to the left of this article addresses 
this, and is a snapshot of where we stand as of May.  
We are 15% behind, as the chart indicates.  While 
income fluctuates somewhat throughout the year, 
now is a good time to prayerfully consider doing a 
little more to close the gap.   There are great 
ministries going on at Northlake and we want to 
continue funding them. 

March with the RIC team in the Pride Parade. 
By John Helmon 

 
The annual Pride Parade takes place June 25th. The RIC group and other Northlake members are planning to march 
again this year with other area Lutheran churches. We'd be thrilled if you joined us.  If interested, or you'd like more 
information please speak to a task force member: Ernie Coombs; Becky Hancock; Molly and Allan Murdock; Jim 
Poland and John Helmon. 


