
  

Our Vision 
To foster a caring  

congregational community 
that challenges its members  

to recognize and utilize 
their gifts and abilities  
so that it is a magnet, 

drawing a variety of people to Christ 
by providing diversity in worship, 
education, service and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are an ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) 

congregation, where people of faith 

celebrate, learn and connect with 

one another and others around the 

world through service and weekly 

worship. All are welcome! 

Our Mission 

JULY 2017 

Pipe Organ Update 
 

After the Congregation voted to 
buy the pipe organ, a task force was 
formed to determine the best way to 
include the pipe organ in our space.  This 
task force continues to work on the various 
considerations that will lead to the 
installation of the pipe organ.  The 
placement of the unit is the most obvious 
decision to be made, although there are other unseen things that need to 
be addressed. 

 
There have been three to four options on placement, aided by a 

mock-up that gave a rough idea of space requirements.  There was a 
congregational survey early on – thanks to the many who completed this 
and shared ideas, opinions and concerns.  Responding to the survey 
results, we went back to the drawing board.  Working with the Organ 
Foundation, a new option was designed which has been shared during 
Sunday morning announcements.  Although the committee intended to 
have a second survey, this was reconsidered due to the task force’s 
assessment that this last placement recommendation is the only viable 
option out of all the choices. 

 Committee members are researching additional costs that are 
necessary.  These include the installation costs (preparing the former 
choir loft for the organ by reconstructing the tiered floor to a flat surface) 
and recurring costs (ongoing maintenance and insurance).  Once we have 
all this information gathered, it will be shared with the congregation 
before a final contract is signed with the Organ Foundation.  

     If you have any comments or questions, please let us know! The task 

force includes: Jeanie McBee, Jim Poland, Roland Lindstrom, John 

Rowland, Nancy Martin, Ken Musgrave and Pastor Anja. 
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 This is Our Song 
By Pastor Anja 

 
 

     Happy 4th of July!! I can’t believe summer is already here, and fireworks will be exploding 
soon! I volunteer at the Kenmore Fireworks show; come say hello! Did you know that part of 
what called me to Northlake Lutheran was the clear focus on building community? I love witnessing what happens 
when Northlake Lutheran members come to these events; we become more “visible” as a congregation! 
 

         “This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine.” 1  
 

 
     As summer kicks off, there will be more and more opportunities to build community. Perhaps it is fair to say that 
community is our song. For isn’t that what true peace may bring? Or maybe it is true community that brings 

peace…. 
 
       “This is my home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;” 1 

 
I love singing this hymn when worship coincides with the 4th of July holiday. The words represent well my feelings 
about the 4th of July. Eager to celebrate this amazing occasion, our Independence Day, my heart is, indeed, here. To 
live in a nation where there is so much opportunity, so much freedom, so many possibilities and dreams is beautiful 

and inspiring.  
 
         “but other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.” 1 

I also recognize our nation as one among many… God loves our nation just as God loves all nations… we are no 
more “chosen” than another; people of all nations have hopes and dreams, many of which they follow from within 
their own nation, their own community. And so, as I sing our song of community, I think of how many kinds of 
community there are… community that is born within our church, community we form with other churches, 
interfaith community, and even international community! In each case, to form that community, we must recognize 
the gifts others bring into the community we form together.  

 
       “This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s kingdoms, your kingdom come; on earth your will be done.” 1 

(Continued on page 3) 

   Seattle Pridefest March 
By Cindi Engelhardt 

   
     Sunday June 25th, I attended the Seattle Pride Parade. Not only attended, but participated in the parade as part of 
the Open-Door Ministries contingent. Now, I have admitted to many that I don't like parades, even though I hear 
"everyone loves a parade!" When I told my husband Andy that I was going to march in a parade, he pointed this out, 
but then said maybe I would be OK because I was walking in the parade, not just standing and watching everything go 
by.  
 
     I was a bit nervous to march in this parade, not being LGBT or Q to be proud about, but I had been assured that 
everyone was welcome, and I knew that I wanted to support LGBTQ people, wanting them to feel loved by God and 
welcome at Christian churches like Northlake. Becky Hancock was also planning to attend, so we drove together.  
 
     Despite my nervousness, as we drove through Seattle observing the multi-color- festooned crowds that had already 

(Continued on page 3) 
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     And so, I pray we may see and invest in the gifts of others. That we may express our appreciation of approaches, 
perspectives, and ways of being that are different from our own. I pray for us, within our church, within our nation, and 
within the world, to find a way to come together and be enriched by one another. I pray for the unity of which Jesus 
calls to come into being, with our cooperation and participation, and always as God wills.  

 
          “O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, and hearts united learn to live as one.” 1 

———————————————————————————————————- 
   1This is My Song, ELW 887. Text by Lloyd Stone and Georgia Harkness  

(Continued from page 2) 

Redevelopment Team Unofficial Congregational Meeting July 23rd 
An invitation from the Redevelopment Team 

By Rick Huling 

 
     Yes, we're still here and redevelopment is still an active, ongoing process that will affect Northlake Lutheran for 
years to come.  Right now we have a new mission statement we'd like to share and discuss with the congregation.  
This statement is more than just a few words; it's a statement of our values, our faith, our hopes, and our dreams as 
we move forward into an exciting future. 
 
     Take a break from your busy and fun summer and join us on July 23 after church for a lunch in the fellowship hall 
with an opportunity to continue discussing who we are as a church in the 21st century. 
Read-ahead materials will be sent as we get closer to the date. 

assembled, I started to get excited by the spectacle.  
     By the time we found the group in front of the Seattle Library, I was energized by the loud music being played by the 
Facebook group in front of us. We were welcomed by Brian from Central Lutheran who signed us in and then Pastor Rick 
Pribbernow's husband Bob, and met a few other people from Seattle area Lutheran churches, some who have already gone 
through the Reconciling In Christ (RIC) process and had signs about it. Pastor Rick instructed the group to walk behind our 
vehicle, Pastor Anja's Jeep, driven by John. He told us that there were a few protest groups along the parade route. As our 
group's response to these, he told us he would shout out, "The Lord be with you!" And we were to respond, "And also with 
you!"  
 
     We walked behind a giant rainbow cross, a sign for Open Door Ministries and the Jeep, that was decorated with a 
rainbow boa and striped flag on the hood. Pastor Anja's niece and her friend stood in the back of the jeep and waved some 
flags.  
 
     Many parade goers were dressed pretty outrageously, some quite scantily. They were all having so much fun. There were 
lots of little kids too. I was surprised that so many people started hollering and waving cheerfully when our group passed by. 
They seemed truly excited by our signs saying things like God Loves Everyone and Love is Never Wrong. The pastors seemed 
to have the biggest effect on people. Pastor Anja and another female pastor had rainbow clerical collars. Other pastors had 
rainbow stoles.  
 
     I got chills seeing people cry out with delighted smiles when they saw them and reach out to slap their hand or give them 
a hug. It was like those people needed to see God was accepting them through the pastors. The parade announcers (who 
I'm pretty sure were all gorgeous drag queens) were so pleased that Open Door Ministries was in the parade.  
 
     All in all the response to our group was very positive and I was glad to represent an organization that reminds LGBTQ 

(Continued from page 2) 
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     The celebration of Pentecost occurred a few weeks ago. On that day, we heard how the disciples 
finally left that locked room. Thousands were baptized. People were swept up in the fire and wind and 
flame of the Spirit. But we are mistaken if we determine that event happened long ago without 
relevance for today. For the Holy Spirit continues to move and breathe as we move and breathe in the 
Spirit ... even in the twenty-first century, even here in the Pacific Northwest! 
 
     As I write this, I am on my second day as Assistant to the Bishop. I also am selling my house, looking 
for a house, learning names and faces, absorbing facts and figures, and (as you all experience) driving 
in western Washington traffic. It is exciting and overwhelming all at the same time. 
 
     I admit when I was approached about this position, I resisted. I was settled. I was happy with my call. 
I had a dentist and hair stylist and dog groomer. I was not considering a move to the west side. But as I 
talked with Bishop Unti and the rest of the staff, my excitement grew and I felt the Holy Spirit calling 
me to a new and different place. 
 
     When I think back on my life, this is exactly how God invites me to new ventures.  If someone 
had told me my Freshman year at PLU that I would become a pastor I would have laughed out loud. If 
someone had told me my first call would be on the Flathead Indian Reservation I would have shook my 
head in disbelief. If someone had said that I would live in Spokane for twenty years I would have said, 
"There's no way!" If someone had suggested I move out of Spokane after twenty years I would have 
said (and did), "But I'm comfortable." And yet ... that pesky (awesome!) Holy Spirit who, from the 
beginning of time, mixes and tosses and stirs, led me to this place to be in ministry with all of you. 
 
     The Holy Spirit is moving and dancing ... in your lives, in your church, in your world. Unpredictable, 
fanciful, animated but never boring, the Spirit blows upon us, our church, our world as we move from 
the past into the unknown, as we come ever closer to the time when peace and justice reign, as we 
join together in the cosmic holy dance.  
 
     I look forward to hearing how the Holy Spirit has called you into your vocations and callings, into 
new and different ministries. As we move into this future together we know that life is not always 
predictable, but in the midst of uncertainty, we are certain of God's love and grace through Jesus. We 
are certain that the Holy Spirit is leading, guiding, prodding, coaxing us into a new day. 
 
     I would love to preach, teach, meet or whatever may help you and your congregation. I look forward 
to our journey together 

The Holy Spirit is Moving & Dancing 
By the Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee 
Assistant to the Bishop, NWWA Synod 
From the JULY 2017 edition of The Spirit  
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     This last month, my life became a lot busier. I am grateful to now be accepted by Northlake Grove as a true 
community partner, and have been working closely with Kerri Berlin, the Northlake Grove Coordinator. This new 
partnership with Northlake Grove is in addition to our first community partnership with the community at the Spencer 
68 apartments. In large part due to these two partnerships, after three months of investing in our neighborhood, our 
church now has a growing youth ministry!  
 
     On Sunday mornings kids come and play instruments before church, and on Thursdays, I meet with between 9 and 
11 kids for food, fun and fellowship. This time is co-led with Ben Hossienzadeh. I’m excited to say that the word is 
getting out! 
 
      Recently, I received an unexpected phone call from Kenmore Elementary Community Coordinator, Trish. She heard 
at various meetings around Kenmore about what we’re doing here at Northlake Lutheran Church, and wanted to meet 
with me. Parents are talking about the projects and the community we are building.  It’s amazing what a little outreach 
can do! Trish wanted to meet and see if I could help her with two other neighborhoods nearby our church. One 
property she mentioned, the trailer park behind Safeway, has been one of Pastor Anja’s targets! There were a lot of 
barriers in my way to reach that property before, but now there could be a way for us to partner with that small 
community… if only there was time!   
 
     Unfortunately, I’m already maxed out with my 20 hours a week, so I had to tell Trish I can’t add these 
neighborhoods right now. I’m hopeful to find a way sometime in the future. I can’t help but think about what a little 
more outreach could do! 
 
      With the 20+ hours that I am working now, I am involved with three apartments at various levels. I send emails out 
every week without fail to over 200 families! I am in contact with 35 kids face-to-face each week. I have been able to 
organize community building events that bring people to our church as with my latest field project which attracted 45 
people, including Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Camp Roots, Girl Scouts, random neighbors and Hilltoppers! I will be 
organizing another Swap Meet in July to partner with the community helping us provide quality programs for our 
children & youth both at Northlake Lutheran & in the neighborhood. 
 
     There is so much more I still wish I could do!  I was hoping to be a lead in the community block party but my 

involvement directly in the community throughout the summer dropped me down to a supporting role instead.   I am 

working with the YMCA lunch program at the city hall as a team supervisor.  One thing for sure, is NLC is on the radar 

when it comes to community outreach and work. People have taken notice. A big win for us all. Looking forward to my 

summer involvement these next 3 months! 

Community & Youth Outreach  
by Katie Reardon 

Northlake Lutheran Children & Youth 
Ministry 

By Katie Reardon 
 

     Empowering youth to explore and grow alongside Jesus in 
their daily walk through discipleship, community service and 
evangelism.  
 
     Here is a look at what we’re doing and what we’re planning 
on doing through the summer. Click this link to see how God is 
working through our youth and also to get involved! You can 
also view  it at  C:/Users/Office/Desktop/JulyCYFM%
20Newsletter.pdf 

Mark your calendars!! Pastor Rick Pribbernow of Open 
Door Ministries is returning to Northlake to preach and 
lead another session, this time a bible study, on 
Sunday, September 10h. The RIC (Reconciling in Christ) 
team will again host a luncheon after service on that 
day. We hope you will join us!  

file:///C:/Users/Office/Desktop/JulyCYFM Newsletter.pdf
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Christian Stewardship 
By Rick Huling 

 

    The following article on stewardship is from The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod website section on 
stewardship resources for congregations.  It has, I think, an important message on freedom, religion and 
our responsibilities as Christians.  The article has no listed title or author.  Enjoy! 
 
 
     Each July we celebrate the freedom that we enjoy as Americans. For example, we enjoy the freedom of religion. That 
is a great blessing but, unfortunately, many people live as though freedom of religion means “freedom from religion.” 
We know better. Freedom is not so much “from” as it is “for.” And freedom is a gift that comes at a great cost. We do 
well to remember as Americans that our freedom was gained originally and is still being defended by those who have 
put their lives on the line so that we might remain free.  
 
     It is a disgrace to enjoy our freedom without being thankful for the sacrifice that has made our freedom a reality. 
This is true not only of our freedom as Americans, but also of our freedom as Christians. We know that Jesus Christ 
shed His lifeblood as the sacrifice for our sins so that through faith in Him we have the forgiveness of sins which leads 
to real life and salvation. Our freedom from sin, death and everlasting condemnation is a gift—pure and simple. We 
could not earn it even if we had a thousand lifetimes to work for it. Only Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, could earn 
that freedom. And, thank God that His love for us was so great that He was willing to suffer all, even death, so that we 
might live in freedom, peace and hope.  
 
     Unfortunately, some Christians seem to live as if the freedom that Christ won for us is a “freedom from” rather than 
a “freedom for.” St. Paul spoke so eloquently against this false notion when he penned these words in Galatians 5:13-
14: You, my brothers were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one 
another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  
 
     The truth is that we have been freed from the desire to use all of life, including our gifts of time, talent and treasure, 
in a purely selfish way. As Christian stewards, we recognize that God is the Owner of all things and we are managers. 
Good managers use that which belongs to the Owner according to His purposes. A Lutheran leader of the past century 
said it so well: “Christian stewardship is everything I do after I say I believe.”  
 
     May God help us, His freed people, to use all of life and life’s resources for His purposes. This is our proper response 
to the extravagant love and amazing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. To do any less is to deny who and Whose we are!  
 
      “Maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do!” 

Swap Meet Update 
By Katie Reardon 

 
     Thank you to everyone who helped bring in donations and volunteer for our first fundraiser this summer! We raised 
$550 for our children and youth programs at Northlake Lutheran and in the community! 
     Special thank you to he members of the NLC day team: Nancy Velie, Ernie Coombs, Janet Loewen, Chris Hossiziendah 
and Pastor Anja! 
     Please save the date for our next fundraiser on July 15th , 9-2, Community Yard Sale! We are not accepting any new 
donations, thank you to all who have already donated. 
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 
By Ernie Coombs 

 

     I very much enjoyed the 9 am Sunday morning 
bible study, lead by Rick Heinbaugh. I think Rick 
may have been a teacher in another life, as these 
classes have been well researched and, while we 
studied Galatians, his cross references with other 
books of the Bible also provided lots of substance 
for lively discussion.  
 
     Attending Sunday service after bible study 
added additional meaning to my worship. I'm 
looking forward to the classes in the Fall and 
would encourage others to attend a class and see 
whether it's a fit for you. 

JULY 2017 

Community Serve Day 

Mark your calendars for Sunday August 20th 

     This is the day that local churches, community 
organizations and businesses come together to help our 
local schools get ready for the new school year. Last year 
Northlake Lutheran helped with classroom organization, 
painting, repair and grounds projects at Kenmore 
Elementary.  

     We will be doing similar projects this year. Our goal is 
to have as many participants as possible skip church and 
come to Kenmore Elementary and get involved in this 
great outreach opportunity.  

     There will be more information as we get closer to the 
day of service.  

Sunday July 23rd 
Come and listen to our own Northlake Lutheran Church member Rick Heinbaugh as he preaches. We’re in for a real 
treat! He is a wonderful and interesting speaker.  

From Refugee to Family 
By Pastor Anja and John 

 
     We are excited to share with all of you our big news. On Monday, June 26th, John and Pastor Anja became the 
proud new foster parents of Sam, a teenager from Eritrea. Sam has been in the United States since September, 
living in a group home. Now he lives with the Helmons in Kenmore, and is quickly acclimating. His English is very 
limited, so if you meet him, you might have to act out what you want to say. He is shy, ready to smile and laugh, 
and happy to learn all about living in Kenmore. He is enrolled in an ESL (English as a Second Language) class at 
Edmonds Community College for the summer. He likes basketball, hip-hop, music, and is quickly learning how to 
play Dr. Mario on Nintendo, which is the Helmon family game tradition. His first night with us we enjoyed watching 
American Ninja Warrior together. This was a great show to watch, as English is not needed to be amazed and 
impressed. Sam is Orthodox Christian and attends a church in South Seattle.  
 
     On a personal note, it is exciting, challenging, and life-giving to have Sam around. It has been less than a week, 
and we are already feeling protective towards Sam, wanting the best for him, and eager to see him safe, 
comfortable and happy. We hope you all get a chance to meet him soon! 
 
     With Love and Excitement, 
 
John and Pastor Anja 
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Office hours T-F 10am—2pm  
office@northlakelutheran.org 

425-486-6977 
 

Pastor ..............................................................................................................................................  Anja Helmon 
Office Administrator  ............................................................................................................. Chris Hossienzadeh 
Organist ........................................................................................................................................ Wendy DeLong 
Security ............................................................................................................................................... Keith Hood 
Community and Youth Outreach Coordinator…………………………………………………………………………….Katie Reardon 
 

 

What is Lutheran? Class 
By Pastor Anja 

Here at Northlake Lutheran Church, we claim the name of Lutheran, but what does that really mean? For four weeks, 
we will explore what it means to be Lutheran in regards to how we worship and pray, how we study and learn, how 
we engage in action, and how we enter into life in community. Come for one Sunday or four. The exploration begins 
on Sunday, July 9th at 5:00pm. Each class will last between 90 minutes and 2 hours, depending on feedback from the 
first class’s attendees. See below for which topic will be explored each Sunday. 
 
       Sunday, July 9th: Prayer and Worship 
       Sunday, July 16th: Study and Learning 
       Sunday, July 23rd: Action 
       Sunday, July 30th: Life in Community 

Special Congregational Meeting 
(Submitted by the Northlake Church Council) 

 
On Sunday 16 July, following the worship service, there will 

be a special congregational meeting to address the following 
motion: 

 
“Moved that the Endowment fund (3224-108) may 
be used by Council in the manner it deems 
appropriate for additional expenses.” 
 

Background:  For a number of years, Northlake had a well-

established endowment fund.  In 2010, this endowment was 

liquidated for the purpose of paying off the mortgage.  The 

remaining monies, just over $17,000, were left in a restricted 

fund named “Endowment”, but no longer managed 

separately as a formal endowment.  

 To allow this money to be used for any appropriate non-

budgeted needs, the Council asks that this fund be 

consolidated with the existing fund “To be Acted on by 

Council” (fund 3281-127). August 13th 2017 Block 
Party Picnic– Be prepared 
to have fun! 


