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2007 - Year of Transformation

| bring you
good news
of
great joy for all
people to you is
born this day in
the
city of David
a Savior,
who is the
Messiah, the
Lord. ..
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In those days a decree wen
out from Emperor Augustus
that all the world should be
registered.  This was the
first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went tq
their own towns to be registered. Joseph al
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee t
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehen
because he was descended from the house
family of David. He went to be registered wit
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who w
expecting a child. While they were there, th
time came for her to deliver her child. An
she gave birth to her firstborn son an
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him i
a manger, because there was no place for thg
in the inn.

Luke 2: 1-7

When | was a child growing up, | remember
being given a Sears "Christmas Wish Book” to
look through and mark in what | would most
like for Christmas. It was a ritual that we
would go through each year. Now, | didn't al-
ways get what | wanted most, but | always got
something that | really needed -- and more
often than not, something which | needed very
much.

As | think back on those days, and how such
moments in my childhood still have a long
lasting impact on my life, | find myself still
hoping--and praying--for what | want most in
life. The Sears Christmas Wish Book has
been replaced by the New York Times, and
the toys that | once longed for have been
replaced by the things | wish that my wife and
son could have. Yet, my desire to dream a
little and to hope a little, for what | now want
most in life, has not faded or diminished in any
way! Instead, | find myself looking through the
pages of the New York Times, or The
LUTHERAN magazine, or any one number of
publications that | often read, and find myself
wishing, not for what | find in them, but for
what | pray could make a difference for those
whose lives are described in them.

| pray, for example, that all of the families and
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individuals who are struggling in the aftermath

50 afraid may learn not to fear.
D who are hungry would be fed.
N,
ande--would be freed.
h been forgotten, or forsaken, would be remem-
asbered and loved.
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of hurricane Katrina, the Southern California fires,
the November cyclone in Bangladesh, the war in
Irag and the civil war in Darfur would find peace,
guided by hope and nourished in God's Love. |
pray that the children of Afghanistan might find
peace in a country that has not known peace in
more than 30 years. | pray that those who are
| pray that those
| pray that those
who are in prison--whatever kind of prison it may
| pray that those who have

In other words, | pray that God's Love would
reach everyone, including those whom our nation
has declared as enemies to be killed. And, this is
my "WISH" for Christmas: That for every prayer

FMye pray for someone we know and love, that we

would all pray for someone we don't know and
don't like!

This is my prayer and my challenge to everyone:
To start praying for twice as many people as you
pray for now and to pray twice as much. There is
a power in prayer that is beyond human under-
standing--a power that reaches into the very
depths of our souls and shakes the very founda-
tions upon which we build our lives. But, if there
is one truth that | have discovered in life, it is that
we, as Christians -- Lutherans. in particular --
don't pray enough! And, when we don't pray,
then we fail to stop long enough to talk with God
and listen to God. And, if that is the case, then we
will never hear the message of salvation that God
is sharing. We will never hear the words of hope
or the gentle words of encouragement that we so
often need in life.

Why, you might ask, don't we pray enough? It is
most often because there is not enough room in
the Inn that we call our lives for Jesus to be born
anew in our hearts. Like those who turned Mary
and Joseph away, because there wasn't enough
room in the Inn, we, too, often do the same—and
sometimes without even realizing it. Our lives are
so busy and often times so cluttered with our own
wants and desires, that we fail to recognize or
welcome Jesus into our hearts. After all, it is
much easier to send Jesus away when we are
busy and our thoughts are occupied, than it is to
make space and find room in our daily lives for

Him--isn't it? # 8%
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X President's Spotlight

Do you know whic} Charter Member of Northlake Lutheran taught Sunday
School for many years? She worked with Robert Knorr, who was the first
Sunday School Superintendent and later she became the Superintendent. She
knew all of the kids attending both Sunday School and Vacation Bible School,
and in recent years she has helped with Pioneer Clubs. Yes! The Charter
Member is none other than Marge Dale. Among her many accomplishments,
she was instrumental in helping create two Diokonia’s “Happiness Is...”
cookbooks during the early years of the church (piokonia - a Lutheran service group). The
cookbooks are still used by many older members. Many a Saturday she and her
long-time friend, Lorna Glastra, can be found in the church’s Sacristy arranging
flowers and caring for the altar. Marge, along with Lillian Killeen, chaired the
women’s Holly Berry Brunch for many years, with Marge usually designing and
making the centerpieces and other decorations. She also has organized the
Christmas holiday decorating parties where wreathes, the tree and other
decorations are put up in the sanctuary and other parts of the church. Some-
thing you may not know is that her husband, Howard, along with Marge’s
help - built all of the pews in Northlake’s sanctuary. To quote Marge, “There
were pews all over the garage during construction, and dust all over the house!”
The list can go on and on, but what | want to say is “JOB WELL DONE!”. Thanks,

Marge, for your faithfulness through the years.

~ Flo Lindstrom
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My prayer for all of us is that we can find it in our-
selves to make room for Jesus to be born anew
in our hearts and souls and that we may never
send Jesus away again. | pray that we can clear
our thoughts and minds long enough to receive
God's most Holy Word into our lives--the Word
that became flesh to dwell among us, full of
Grace and Truth. | pray that we can begin to
pray in earnest, not for what we want, but for
what God wants for us--what we most need, as
opposed to what we most desire. For it is only
through God's Grace that our hopes and dreams
will ever truly be fulfilled--in this world, or the
next!
A Blessed Christmas to you all!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Marvin
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Rehearsals are in full swing as
the choirs of Northlake and
Epiphany Lutheran prepare
their gift to the community ~
the choir concert:

The Promise of Christmas

December 16 ~ 7 pm
Epiphany Lutheran Church

The evening will include the two choirs, singing
together and separately, as well as vocal
ensembles and instrumentalists.

Please use the enclosed flyer to invite friends
and neighbors to this evening of Advent and
Christmas music.

Epiphany is located at the corner of NE 165th
and Juanita Drive NE (68th Avenue NE)
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CHRISTMAS . . . What a wonderful time to
share God'’s love. Invite family and friends
to come with you to the various celebrations
at Northlake this Christmas season.

All of the Advent and Christmas Services
and events are highlighted in other parts of
this newsletter. Share in the fun by
volunteering to help with these and other
activities.

Evangelism Committee

Charity Auctions

As mentioned in last month’s article, charity
auctions are a fun way to support the
charity. In addition to supplying gift baskets
for these events, various Northlake
members have attended some of these
events and had a good time.

The Columbia Home auction is on
Saturday, February 9; the cost is $50 per
person. In addition to the auction this
includes dinner and wine tasting. There are
a limited number of seats -- please let Bev
Peterson know if you are interested in
attending.

~ Social Ministry Committee
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Director of Youth & Family Ministry

With our youths’ sponsors, donations, and
money from the bake sale, Northlake col-
lected just over $1,000 from the 30-Hour
Famine event - this money was contributed
to World Vision, who sponsor of the Fam-
ine emphasis. Thank you so much for
those who prayed for us, who made dona-
tions, and who gave canned goods. Your
continuous help added up to a lot. The
Northlake youth combined with Kenmore
Community Church youth, and we had
around 16 youth who patrticipated in the 30-
Hour Famine. The reason we decided not
to eat for 30 hours was to help raise aware-
ness and money, and to contribute to
cause for world hunger. Here are a few
facts on world hunger from www.bread.org:

Every year 15 million children die of
hunger.

To satisfy the world's sanitation and
food requirements would cost only
$13 billion -- what the people of the

United States and the European
Union spend on perfume each year.
Every 3.6 seconds someone dies of
hunger.

The youth group has been meeting every
Friday for its regular meeting time. Our time
together is spent playing games, watching
movies, have devotions, and we always
have dinner!  Every once in a while we
have a laser tag event at church, which is
always a lot of fun. It helps to get our en-
ergy out, and it's a time when youth bring
friends to church.

If you are interested in helping with the
youth group, please contact me as soon as
you have a Friday night free! We meet
Friday evenings from 6 - 8 pm. My cell
phone number is (425) 647-4855.

Hope your Thanksgiving weekend was full
of joy and thanksgiving!
Blessings,
Rose Joiner

Youth

It's a White Elephant Party!

FOR ALL
JR HI and SR HI YouTH

Sunday December 9
5-8pm

Bring a gift that costs ung®100, and
come join us for a fun Christmas Get-Together! Bring youndtiseand
your family for this fun night at church - all are welcom&here will
be games, cider, gifts, music, cookies, and more!
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This month’s Social Ministry News gives some opportunities for
sharing Christmas with others. We would also let you know that our
“super shopper”, Nancy Martin, is willing to accept money and do
the shopping for you, for both the LATCH and the ANGEL TREE

gifts mentioned below
97 , #

As noted last month, traditionally we have pro-
vided gifts for DSHS children. However, DSHS
changed its Christmas gift program, and we can
no longer give to individual children.

This year we have obtained the names of 15
children from the Angel Tree organization,
which is a program that facilitates providing
gifts to children who have a parent in jail. With
this program we will provide a gift and a Bible to
each child, and the gifts are delivered directly to
the children by members of Northlake.

The children’s names and requested gifts are
hanging on a tree in the narthex. Please take

7 H -8 07
~ Social Ministry Committee

one and complete the signup sheet next to the
tree, so we have a listing of who will be bringing
gifts for each child.  There also are paper
“Bibles” hanging on the tree, which give you the
opportunity to fund the cost of a Bible for one of
the children. Please indicate on the sign-up list
that you will provide this funding -- the church
office will order the Bibles from a supplier.

Please note: The gifts must be brought to
church by December 16th.

There will be a gift wrapping

party on December 18th . And,

there will be a sign-up to help

deliver the gifts.

LATCH (Northlake Grove)

The sign-up poster for Christmas gifts for
the LATCH families at Northlake Grove is in
the Narthex. Please bring the
i .. gifts to church before the
{oY deadline mentioned on the
poster -- the poster date

is when the gifts must

be delivered to LATCH.

Thanks so much!

Compass Center

Gifts from the Compass Center gift wish list
must be delivered to them by December 17™.

- $5 Gift Cards to Starbucks, McDonalds
& Grocery Stores

- Backpacks

- New men’s & women'’s bathrobes and
slippers

- New men’s and women’s sweatshirts

- New flannel shirts & winter coats

- New men's and women’'s underwear

and socks
(many clients
wear LG, XL,

XXL sizes)
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A dvent and Christmas Greetings
from your
staff at Northlake Lutheran.

W Ishing you love, joy, peace,
and many blessings

In the New Year.
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