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          n  working  to  revitalize 
                              Northlake’s  ministry, the 
         Church Council voted to 
        schedule quarterly Leadership Retreats 
                                                         during  the  coming  year,  designating   
         2007  as  the  “Year of Transformation”. 
 
Pastor Dick Wendt, former Director of the ELCA Region 1 Division for   
Outreach,  will lead these retreats.  His expertise will take us through a 
process that will help our membership work together in strengthening our 
ministry to the community.  (Note:  Many of you will  remember  Pastor 
Wendt as a guest preacher at Northlake in October.) 
 
These retreats are being billed as Leadership Retreats - this means the 
Church Council, Staff, Activity Leaders, and anyone else who would like to 
attend.  Pastor Wendt’s one stipulation is that people commit to all four of 
these quarterly retreats, as there is a continuity component to the sessions. 
 
The first of the Quarterly Retreats is January 19, 20 and 21.  Pastor Wendt 
has given the tentative breakdown of participation as follows: 
 

 Friday, January 19 ..............Staff (6 - 9:30 pm) 
 Saturday, January 20 ..........Staff (8:30 - noon) 
 Saturday, January 20 ..........Council and Others (1—6 pm) 
 Sunday, January 21 ............Council and Others (1—4 pm) 
 

This is an exciting opportunity for Northlake.   Additional information will be 
forthcoming about this January retreat .... and watch throughout the year 
for details about the other retreats.  If you have questions, please talk to 
Flo Lindstrom, congregational president, or any of the Church Council 
members (listed separately on page 3).�
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2When John heard in prison what the Mes-
siah was doing, he sent word by his disci-
ples 3and said to him, ‘Are you the one who 

is to come, or are we to wait for another?’  
4Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John 

what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them.  6And blessed is any-
one who takes no offence at me.’  Matthew 11: 1-6 
 
 

W hen John the Baptist heard--from within 
the prison in which he was confined--

what the Messiah was doing, he sent others to 
ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
are we to wait for another?”  Are you the one?  
It seems like a rather odd question to ask Je-
sus, especially from someone like John the 
Baptist.  Yet, confined in prison and highly un-
certain as to what was going to happen next, it 
is also not a       terribly great surprise.  After all, 
it wouldn’t be very easy to “Make straight a path 
for God,” when one was dealing with being im-
prisoned for calling upon others to “prepare the 
way of the Lord.”  Indeed, one would think that 
the roles would be reversed; i.e., John would be 
the one who was free, calling upon those who 
were imprisoned to “prepare the way of the 
Lord.”  Which is exactly what he had been do-
ing! 
  
Like so many other places in Scripture, this  
passage, too, seems oddly backwards—at least 
it does at first glance.  You see John was im-
prisoned by human fear.  To be more precise, 
he was imprisoned by Herod’s fear of losing his 
worldly power.  In other words, John was being 
imprisoned by the world, not by God.  Unfortu-
nately, when one is overcome by such pressure 
and fear, as John no doubt was, it may be hard 
to see or hear, recognize or know that God is 
present, that Christ is active, and that the Holy 
Spirit is guiding us.  As a matter of fact, when-
ever we—as mortal human beings—find our-
selves imprisoned by fear, doubt, uncertainty, 
loneliness, pain or question, it isn’t easy, nor 
always possible, to see God working in our own 
lives or in the lives of those around us.  But, as 
hard as it may seem, God is always working in 
our lives and the lives of those around us. 
 
In Luke 4: 13 we read that, “When the devil had 
finished every test, he departed from Jesus un-
til an opportune time.”  In this case, the devil 
was trying to seize an opportune moment—

amidst John’s imprisonment--to tempt him into 
turning away from the Promise of God found in 
Jesus.  And, what better occasion is there than 
the confinement that we all sometimes experi-
ence because of fear, doubt, illness, uncertainty--
or whatever make us feel the most weak and vul-
nerable? 
  
In contrast, the Magi, who after a long and diffi-
cult journey, “When they saw that the star 
[which was guiding them] had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy.  [And, up]on enter-
ing the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him hom-
age. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh” Matthew 2:10-11. 
  
The difference, of course, between John’s ques-
tion which was rooted in an uncertain doubt and 
the Magi’s experience of joy, which was found in 
the experience that they felt, is that the Magi 
who had been imprisoned by distance and dark-
ness, by not experiencing or knowing, now 
found themselves in the presence of God’s 
greatest gift, without distractions or obstacles, 
diversions or temptations.  They were, instead, 
willing captives of the moment—and a very spe-
cial moment at that!  And, so captive were 
they—so overwhelmed were they by the inde-
scribable joy of the moment—that they gave not 
only of their wealth but also of their devotion and 
of their very lives to Jesus! 
  
In contrast, John was the one who, upon seeing, 
“Jesus coming towards him . . . declared [to his 
disciples, Look], ‘Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1: 29.  
Yet later, amidst a moment of doubt, he would 
ask, are you the one?  But how is this possible?” 
  
The farther we get from the manger and all that 
God gives, the more susceptible we are to 
temptation.  The farther we move away from Je-
sus’ goodness, the more likely we are to lose 
sight of what Jesus came to do.  In contrast, the 
closer we come to the manger and to Christ’s 
Love, the  
more we are able to see, hear and recognize 
who and what Jesus is—and, by extension, the 
more  
 

Continued on page 4 > 
< continued from page 2 
 
we are able to resist the temptation to question 
Jesus amidst a demonically designed opportune 
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T hrough the years, who has always been at Northlake’s front door greet-
ing people each Sunday?  A clue, she was married to a talented Art 

Teacher.  The spotlight this month is shining on our long-time member, Dot 
Brenchley.  She and Chuck worked tirelessly for many years to ensure that 
the learning disabled have a safe home at Fircrest and Chuck’s House.  
She also is a quilter, having recently completed a beautiful quilt for one of 
her daughters.  Thank you, Dot, for all of your hard work and faithfulness 
through the years. 

 ~ Flo Lindstrom 

 
Many thanks for all that made the combined Northlake/
Epiphany Choir Concert happen at Northlake. The choir 
and I are grateful for all the help in setting up the Fellow-
ship Hall, the sound system, greeting Epiphany        

members, baking cookies and providing beverages for the 
concert.  Everyone pitched in and did their best to make this happen, 

even though many folks were without power.  We appreciate all the      
committee members that did a wonderful job, from coordinating with   
Epiphany, getting the word out to the community and ushering, to cleaning 
up.  Thank you to Jeanie for the beautiful programs, too.      
                      Fondly,  
           � �������� �

�
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2007 Church Council 
 

President ............................................................................. Flo Lindstrom 
Vice President .................................................................... Phil Carothers 
Secretary............................................................................. Larry Loewen 
At-Large Position.....................................................................Marge Dale 
Evangelism............................................................................. Brian Elbert 
Parish Education ............................................................Beverly Peterson 
Parish Life .............................................................................. Position Open 
Property................................................................................... Rick Welch 
Stewardship ........................................................................... Position Open 
Social Ministry ......................................................................Nancy Martin 
Worship-Music .....................................................................Sara Hayashi 
Youth.....................................................................................Steve Hayes 
 
Non-Voting Council People 
Treasurer.....................................................................................Carsten Thode 
Staff Members..................... Pastor Marvin, Jeanie McBee, Rose Bornn-Gilman 
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moment.  Unlike the Magi, John went from the 
freedom Jesus brings to imprisonment that 
temptation longs to impose, whereas the Magi 
went from an earthly imprisonment defined by 
distance to heavenly freedom given by God. 
  
To be sure, this is not to suggest that the Magi 
were never ever tempted or doubted as they 
set out to return to their homes.  After all, they, 
like us, are human.  However, it is much harder 
to lose sight of God completely when one has 
had an experience with the living Christ as they 
did!  At the same time, keep in mind that John 
sent his disciples to ask Jesus what he asked, 
not because he no longer believed, but be-
cause he was still connected to God by the ex-
perience he had had with the “Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world.” 
  
The question is:  Can we still seek the child in 
the manger, as the Magi did, following the light 
of God that would lead us to faith, hope and 
love, no matter what the distance or obstacles 
may be?  Can we still, like John the Baptist, 
continue to ask God for direction even amidst 
the trials and temptations of life—even when it 
means asking others to help us hear God’s 
Word?  These are the challenges that Chris-
tians face each and every day—to continue to 
follow the light, even when it is hard to see?  
Yet, these are also the times and the occa-
sions in which we will always find God!  For 
remember that, “if you think you are standing, 
watch out that you do not fall.  [For] no testing has 
overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God 
is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond 
your strength, but with the testing he will also pro-
vide the way out so that you may be able to endure 
it.”  1 Corinthians 10: 12-13 
  
Throughout the year of 2007, and beyond, may 
the joy that you felt—or the joy you will some-
day find—when you have reached the manger, 
empower and strengthen you to overcome the 
temptations of life and the doubts of the heart 
that can sometimes provide an opportune mo-
ment for you to feel separated from God.  And, 
may you be strengthened by your experience 
to “Go and Tell” what God has done with     
everyone you encounter in your life—that all 
may someday see the star, find the manger 
and know the Love of God that is ours in Christ 
our Lord! 
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R ecently several items have been missing 
from church - then they appear again a 

few weeks later....or longer.  This can only 
mean they were borrowed, but no one knew 
who had done the borrowing.  The items are, 
obviously, unavailable for church use during 
these periods.  (In one case a vacuum 
cleaner was gone for seven months before it 
was returned!!) 
 
Over the years it has been the understood 
policy that members were allowed to borrow 
items for a short duration , with permission. 
and that they would sign a sheet indicating 
what was borrowed, the date, and the date 
returned.  Also, only those items that would 
not be easily damaged in transit are consid-
ered to be borrow-able!  It only takes one trip 
in the back of a pick-up truck for something to 
be scratched/damaged, so please treat items 
as you would your grandmother’s antiques!!! 
 
There is a sign-up sheet for borrowing items 
in the church kitchen and in the office work 
room.  It will be appreciated by many if these 
sheets are used.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W e continue to experience      prob-
lems with unlocked doors .       Of-

ten times Jeanie finds the front door unlocked 
when she arrives at work - many times on 
Monday mornings.  The Fellowship Hall door 
is frequently left ajar, as well.  Outside groups 
have not been using the building during most 
of the “unlocked” occurrences.  It is imperative 
that people double-check themselves when 
they are the last ones to leave the building.  
There was a recent incident of safe tampering 
— we were lucky this time in that only a very 
small amount was pilfered. 
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Junior High Youth 
“Greatest Overnighter” 
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January 12—13 
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January Information . . .  
 
Annual Reports   -  The first Sunday in 
January is the due date for Annual Report 
information from committee and activity 
chairpeople to be the church office.   
Please submit it by e-mail to: 

mcbee@northlakelutheran.org 
 
Offering Envelopes  - For those who have 
not yet picked up their 2007 offering enve-
lopes, they are on a table in the narthex.  If 
there are those who do not currently use 
the numbered offering envelope system 
but would like to, just sign on the clipboard 
beside the envelopes.  I’ll make sure a set 
of the numbered envelopes is there for you 
the following week. 
 
2006 Offering Statements  - Financial    
Giving Statements for 2006 will be placed 
in the narthex   by Sunday, January 28.  (I’ll 
try to get them done sooner, but they will be 
there for sure by this date!) 
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I  hope that all of you have had a     won-
derful holiday season.  I know that a lot 

of you were busy with all the Christmas 
parties .... and buying candles for the 
power outages.  We have grown together 
in these times of need, and that is what 
families and friends are for.  God works in 
many ways, and I know God works 
through us, even when we help in the 
smallest ways.  How have you seen God 
work in your life this month?  I have seen 
God in countless ways through people’s 
willingness to serve, their outreach, and 
even their willingness to help.  Thank you 
for those who have helped another during 
this season, and I pray that we will con-
tinue to see this throughout the entire 
year.  
             
During this past month, Northlake youth 
have been pretty busy exchanging gifts at 
the Christmas party, watching movies, 
going on scavenger hunts, food drives, 
etc.   We have had a lot of fun getting to 
know each other a little bit more.   
 
Don’t be too sad about this year coming 
to an end, because there is going to be a 
lot of upcoming events in the new year 

that are going to be great.  Keep looking 
for an ice skating trip, whirly ball,        con-
certs, retreats, a ski retreat and much, 
much more!  If you’re the type of person 
who forgets easily, don’t worry either,   
because I will defiantly call or remind you 
of any upcoming events. 
             
I want to extend a thank you to all of those 
who have helped with the Photo Director.  
We have gotten all the pictures for the  
directory in.  If you still want to submit a 
photo, label it, and bring it into the 
church.   

 
I also want to thank all those who volun-
teered at the youth committee.  We had a 
lot of good conversations, and came up 
with a lot of good ideas.  Please mark 
your calendars for a youth committee 
meeting in February.  We would love to 
hear your ideas, and concerns.  
            

I hope you all have a wonderful start to 
your new year, and remember that I keep 
all of you in my prayers each and every 
day.  
          

         Blessings, 
�� � �����������������	�
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�� ell another year has passed and in the blink 
of an eye it seems! I’d like to start by saying 
thank you to everyone for your support in   

letting me serve as the Stewardship Liaison.  There is 
so much that has happened in the last year it’s kind of 
hard to know where to begin. Let’s start with the        
obvious:  the elevator project is all but completed! 
(Hooray!)  Just a little trim work and the awning, and it 
will be complete. I hope everyone who is in need 
makes use of it. The elevator would not have become a 

reality without the help and support of everyone in the congregation.  So let me say thanks 
again to everyone who helped this project get off the ground (so to speak), whether it was 
with a financial gift or volunteer labor or even just your prayers. 
  
During this most recent wind storm and power outage, I was listening to the radio and the 
station I was listening to was running a program they called “neighbor to neighbor.” This pro-
gram allowed people to call in to the radio station and give information to other listeners who 
were without power — information on where they could get needed supplies, such as batter-
ies, gasoline, a hot meal, or even a place to get warm.  This showed me there are plenty of 
nice people still left out there, and we must not let ourselves become overwhelmed by the 
few who would prey on those less fortunate.  We need to be the shining light leading the 
way, showing the path, leading the way to God.  Let’s take the time to reach out to our 
neighbor and ask if there is anything we can do for them and let them know that, through our 
faith in Jesus, anything is possible.  Feed the hungry, clothe the poor, be a friend to some-
one in need; these are the things God asks of his Stewards. Take care of my flock, help a 
stranger, “Go and do likewise.” 
  
Recently I saw something from another Lutheran church (St. Andrew’s) that said, 
“Stewardship is Ministry, Ministry is giving.” That pretty much says it all right there; don’t you 
think? We give of ourselves, whether it is our time, our talent or our money; as long as we 
give it to the glory of God’s word here on earth, that’s all we can ask for.  
 
Thank you all and God bless you in the New Year! 
        God’s peace to you, 
         � �����������
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